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SIDNEY STRICKLAND AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC ¢b
3050 K ST. N.W., SuITe 101
WASHINGTON, DC 20007-5108
TELEPHONE: 202-338-1325
Fax: 202-§72-5389

SIDNEY L. STRICKLAND, JR,
SIDNEY.STRICKLAND@S TRICKLANDPLLC.COM

May 5, 2006

Ms. Britta L. Bloomberg

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Minnesota Historical Society

345 Kellogg Boulevard West

Saint Paul, MN 55102-1906

Re: STB Docket No. AB-6 (Sub. No. 438X), BNSF Railway Company—
Abandonment Exemption— in Morrison County, MN

Dear Ms. Bloomberg:

I represent BNSF Railway Company (“BNSF”) in the above-referenced docket number.
On March 27, 2006, BNSF filed a notice of exemnption seeking formal authority from the
Surface Transportation Board (“Board”) to abandon .58 miles of railroad line that
extended between BNSF’s milepost 113.44 and milepost 114.02, near Camp Ripley,
Morrison County, MN (also referred to as the Brainerd Branch of the former Northern
Pacific Railroad). The Board’s Section of Environmental Analysis (“SEA”") issued an
Environmental Assessment (“EA”), served April 21, 2006, regarding the notice of
exemption. The EA recommended that BNSF consult with your agency and report back
to SEA regarding any consultations with your agency and any other Section 106 parties.

By way of background, an April 2002 Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) conceming
improvements to Trunk Highway 371 notes that the Federal Highway Administration
“has determined that these improvements will have an adverse effect on the
Hummingbird Mound site and the Brainerd Branch of the Northemn Pacific Railroad.”

(Attachment 1).

In a July 24, 2003 letter from the Minnesota Department of Transportation (“Mn/DOT”)
to your office, M/DOT indicated that it reviewed the Trunk Highway 371 project
pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (36 CFR
800), and found that the project would not diminish the applicable National Register
qualities of the Camp Ripley properties and would not result in any additional effects to
the National Register properties within the project’s area of potential effect.

By letter dated November 5, 2003, you responded on behalf of your agency to the
aforementioned correspondence from Mn/DOT. Your letter similarly indicated the
project will have no adverse effect on historic resources (Attachment 3).



Your previous statements indicate that a Section 106 analysis has been completed for the
Trunk Highway 371 project, which included the Brainerd Branch properties, and I am
prepared to advise the Board as such.

I seek your concurrence that no further mitigation under the Section 106 process and no
further analysis is needed. Please respond at your earliest convenience. If you have
additional concerns, I can be reached at (202) 338-1325.

Attorney for BNSF Railway Company

SLS/cac
Enclosures

cc: Mr. Dennis Gimmestad
Minnesota Historical Society
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Attachment No, 2

July 24, 2003

Mr, Dennis Gimmestad

State Histarie Preservation Offjes

Minnesot Historical Society , )
345 Kellogg Blvd. W.

3t Paul, MN 5510]-1906

re: SP 4912-68/ reconsguction of TH 571
SHPO Number 2001-1501/MQA

Dear Mr, Giemestad,

We have reviewed the above-referenced und pursuas  our FEWA-delegated responsiblifdes for
eompliance with Section 106 of the National Historie Preservation Act, a3 amended (36 CFR 800). A Mamoranchun
of Agreement (MOA) for this project was signed in April 2002. At the dme of ths earlier review, it wat not knewn
whether the projast would include changes to the wesrrn Camp Ripley entrance arthe iotersection o TH 371 and
TH 115. Those plans are now available (see enclosed). The project has the potential © affect the Y-shaped entrance
te Camp Ripley. The entry |s physically and visually defined'by the Camp Ripley Walls (MO-GRE-047), a wall of
dry-laid Litie Falls Black Gragite that is eligible for the National Register of Historic places, The walls are eligible
under criteria A md C 35 an example of work sonpletzd by New Deal workerelief programs In Minnesom and as an
example of the work of B, C. Bensnburg, an architect of starewide reputation. A 1950 yeport endtied Hirtoric
Roadsids Development Structures on Minnesota Trunk Hig/rways better defines the riagguiar landscape af this
mtersecdon and ifs contributing historic signiSsenon 1o the eligible Camp Ripley Walls property, The tianaular rail
wye may bave influrnced che design of the enwencs Gom the beginning, the walls being desimned eutsida the rafl and
the roadway placsd north of cach leg of the wye. The raj] wys Is part of the Northern Pacific’s Bramerd Branch Line
that was devermined eligible for the National Register of Hiatoric Places lo tha earlier July 2001study for this project.
The couance Jaadscape at TH 371 was desigred by the Minnesota Higbway Departipent (see enclosed 1942 plan)
and cafled for unipers end pines thinged from thoge plasted next to the stone wall, to be planted in the three comags
of the grassy misngle. v

The propased new entry project wAll pat encroach wpoen. the ‘sténe wall or the rees parallel o K oF the sctive ANSF
railrozd wye. However, m the reconfigured vehicular eatrance %0 the National Guard camp, the northernroost leg of
the roedway which lies between the tracks and the stone wall, will be remnoved, directing all waific io a single
intersection ar the south leg. The carent TH 371 will become 2 §ontage road. The northem leg of tha highway will
be taken up nnd replaced with an §’-10" binuminous bike path. The path will be more narrow han the existing 24°
paved roadway bur the route will follow the existing curve-and will still be dermarcated by the rail line, the stone wall,
and oress. Consuiterion with David Swentek of the Minnesota Veterans Cemetery 20d Marty Skoghind of the Camp
Ripley £nvirommental Office ware consulted and would like ro see the bike path construeted. They would also ke tq°
sec the bike path cul-de-58¢ at the west end to ensure that vehicular waffic it prohibited, The scuth leg of TH LIS,
now a 26" binuminous surface with up to 5 * gravel shoalders, will remain a free right turn bt will be namowed to
20" bituminous with a 2* gravel shoulder. About 500 feet from the intersection with cuzvent TH 371, a thru-lane will
begin 10 taper away from the origiaal leg vo mezt the arreat TH 371 st a right angle. This realigament bas been
dealgnad 1o access & new inteyrhange with the new TH 371 alignment. This road will accommodate the single 12°
thru [ane and 8 13° lef} twn lane with 6° shoulders (two paved aad four gravel) on either slde, The result will be a
small rigngle of greenspace betwees the ariginal leg and the new lane in the southeast comer of the original
landscaped area. Tha mriangular space will be 80° wide where it parallels TH 371, The new [Aru-jane, where it meets
existing TH 571 will be Jocated about 110 fest porth, seperline to centerline, of the frea right um (the original leg).
When the current TH 571 (30 be fronmge read) ia narrewed by removing the conarete medians, an edditonal 8-16
feer at the cast ma ofthe iangle, more in Line with the original dimensions. The intersaction will be conmrolled with
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The net result of the changes will be relatively miner. Two of the major deBning elemamd of the oy will remain
uochanzed: the stone wall and the raikroad wye, A tird defining clement, the gressy trisbgalRr spaca at the cemer
wil remain largely in tact, Both wings of the rail wys and the flanking stone walls aod the ceatral Ti2ngular
ereenspace will still be visually coherent. 1o addition, the space will continue to read as an aatreace. It will cominue
to facilitate traffic into and chrough the Camp. The north Jeg, although closed to vehicwlar raffic, will sull
secommodate pedestrian and bike mafic visitng the comstery. Therefore it is our opinio that the project will not
diminish the Natiopal Register qualities of the Camp Ripley exntrance, its association with New Deal programs ar
their design and craftsmanship, and will gor result in any sdditional adverse effects to the National Register
propertias within the project’s area of potentlal eifect. When final plans are drawn for the enzranes, they will be sent

to your offics for review and consulunion.

W are providing you with this determination pursuent to the responsibilities given te State Historic Preservation
Office (SHPO) by the rezulations at 36 CFR 800, 1fyou have any quastions regarding this project, please somact

me At (651) 2963065,

Sincerely,

clie Shuss, orlan
Culrural Respuroes Unit (CKU)

enes.
eer  Joe Hudak, MwDOT CRU

Mo/DOT CO File

Ma/DOT CRU Projact File

Tony Hughss, D-3 Project Menager - .
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Attachment No. 3

MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY

. Novernber 5, 2003

" Ms. Jackie Sluss
- Cultural Resoureces Unit

MN Dept. of Transportalion
Transportation Building, MS 620

* 395 John Ireland Boulevard
© 8t, Paul, MN 55155

Re: S.P. 4912-61,T.H. 371, from the scuthem lerminus of S.P. 1809-55 south

to Little Falls, Mormrison County
SHPO Number: 2001-1501

_ Dear Ms. Sluss:
" We wrote you on 8 September 2003 with a request for clarffleation on two points related

to the above refsrgnced project.

Thank you for your response. Based on this information and the Information you
submitted previously, we conciude that the project will have no adverse effect on

historic resources.
Please note that the above finding is based on;

1. The project plans submitted for the Camp Ripley entrence area with your
letter of 24 July 2003.

2. The selection of Altemalive C (other altematives could have an effsct on the
eligible railroad line).

If there Is any change in the above twe factors, you should consult further with us.
Contact us at §51-296-5462 with questions or concems.

. Sincerely,

mi ‘bbwwg—

Britta L. Bloomberg
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

545 Kallogg Boulevard Wil /Saint Puul. Minnesta S5102-1906 /Telephune 65 15396-6126
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